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$1 million Blueslone Reunion
Class of 1962 gives ]MU the largest-ever class gift
BY JAMES IRWIN ( ' 06)

service trips in lieu of Spring
record-setting finBreak vacations.
ancial gift comThe Alternative Break presenmitment hightation was an eye-opening experilighted Bluestone
ence for many returning alumni.
Reunions 2012,
Sandra Smith Whitt ('62), a
and nearly 60
retired Army colonel who served
members of the Madison College
from 1968 to 1992, was moved.
Class of 1962 were inducted into
"I've traveled so much around this
the Bluestone Society.
BETTY CAROL WELLS STEVENSON ('62),
world," she told JMU students,
Reunion attendees from the
co-chair ofthe 1962 Class Reunion Committee
"and I've seen so much injustice,
Classes of 1942, 1947, 1952 and
and so much poverty, and you
1957 joined the induction class
for a festive weekend that included tours of the Forbes Center make us so proud with your commitment to serve others."
for the Performing Arts, the recently renovated Wayland Hall
At the all-classes luncheon, the Class of 1962 reunion comand Carrier Library Special Collections. Bluestone Reunion mittee presented then-JMU President Linwood H . Rose with a
entertainment included a performance by the Madison Sing- check in the amount of $1,278,748.86 - the largest class gift
ers and a presentation from JMU students on Madison's Alter- ever presented to the university.
"We were absolutely thrilled to be able to present our class
native Break Program, where students participate in volunteer
gift to JMU," says Betty Carol
Wells Stevenson ('62), co-chair
of the class reunion committee .
"It's so important for alumni to
know how they can help provide much-needed support for
university scholarships and projects. When we first started we
were aiming to raise $25,000 for
50th Reunion
an endowed scholarship. I am
rifvut 21. 20(2
thrilled with our success!"
Stevenson and her classmates
741
$ ,.zn
·"
were able to surpass their initial
goal thanks to a very high classmate giving participation rate.
In total 47 percent of the Class
of 1962 m ade a financial commitment to the university, leading to a gift number that drew a
standing ovation from reunion
participants.
" I think we a bso lutely shocked Dr. Rose
- and our classmates,"
(Top): The Class of 1962 Reunion
Committee present a record-setStevenson says. "We
ting class gift to the university;
were really proud, and
(1-r): Anne Carol Watkins Adams,
we worked hard. If you
Betty Carol Wells Stevenson,
think about it, we were
Nancy Burkett Bradfield, Barbra
Freed Hardesty-Summerville,
school teachers, and I
Anne Forrester Caravati, Carole
think this says a lot for
Knight Mathis and Eleanor Gulus to give back to JMU.
lion Wixson. (Right): Alumnae
If
we all give back a litshare memories at the all-classes
tle bit, it adds up." ffll
Bluestone Reunion luncheon.

'It's so important for alumni
to know how they can help
provide much-needed support
for university scholarships
and projects.'
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